
SEASON IN REVIEW
2020-2021

 

• 25,519 audience members 
served at no charge in Central 
Park.
• Season dedicated to memory of 
Barbara F. Cullen and Paul Owen.
• 9 weeks, 5 productions, 50 
performances.
• Collaborations with Louisville 
Ballet, Waterworks Dance Theatre, 
Louisville Improvisors.
• Hosted pre-show performances 
from Flamenco Louisville, Genesis 
Arts, Step-N-Dance, Belize Dance 
Intermix, DESTINED Dance 
Company, Ambo Dance Theatre, 
and LaNita Rocknettes.
• Celebrate 60: The Kentucky 
Shakespeare Festival Anniversary 
Production digital season remains 
available for free streaming on 
YouTube and Facebook.

• 32,306 served through education 
and outreach.
• 160 summer campers served with 
in-person Camp Shakespeare.
• Served the Backside Learning 
Center with new bilingual Bard 
Buddies program. 
• Camps and after-school 
programs with Gilda’s Club of 
Kentuckiana, Down Syndrome of 
Louisville, and Dreams with Wings.
• 12 college students participated 
in Bekki Jo Schneider Intern 
Company for summer season.
• Virtual Shakespeare Off the Page 
continued with 6 sold-out sessions.
• Year-long residency at the Clark 
Regional Detention Center in 
Jeffersonville, Indiana.
• Awarded two Shakespeare in 
American Communities Grants 
from Arts Midwest and NEA. 

• Shakespeare in the Parking Lot: 
Macbeth, a live theatre drive-in 
experience served 2,218 audience 
members in fall 2020. 
• Shakespeare in the Parks Hamlet 
toured virtually in fall 2020.
• Shakespeare in the Parks Romeo 
and Juliet tour visited 25 parks in 
spring 2021.
• Shakespeare in the Libraries 
Tour performed in ten Louisville 
Free Public Library branches.
• Sixth year of Shakespeare with 
Veterans program culminated 
with performances on the Central 
Park stage.
• Survivorship Shakespeare 
summer camp for those impacted 
by cancer at Gilda’s Club.
• Continued partnership with 
University of Louisville History 
Department on 60th Anniversary 
Oral History Project.

FESTIVAL EDUCATION COMMUNITY

68,248 SERVED THIS SEASON
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MISSION: Grounded in the works of Shakespeare, 
we enrich communities through accessible, inclusive, 
professional theatre experiences that educate, inspire, 
and entertain diverse audiences.

VISION: To use Shakespeare’s truths and the power 
of the arts to transform lives. Shakespeare belongs to 
everyone. 



Shakespeare in the Parking Lot: Macbeth

Two-Actor A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Kentucky Shakespeare Festival 
in Central Park
“THANK YOU...I knew live art was what I was missing most, 
and last night confirmed it!” 
– Donna 

“My husband and I brought our eight-year-old son last 
night. This was his first experience with live theatre and 
Shakespeare. I wish I could have gotten a photo of his face 
during the show. He was mesmerized.” 
– Lisa 

“Your program has made a profound difference on my family’s 
life and I am so grateful for each and every one of you.” 
– audience member

“Fabulous as ever. Been seeing Shakespeare in Central Park 
since I was 7 and brought by my parents. Love you! Always 
Wonderful!” 
– Connie

“Louisville is lucky to have you! Looking forward to next 
season!” 
– Lisa H.

Shakespeare in the Parking Lot: Macbeth
“Drive-in Version Startles Audience ... probably the darkest, 
most ominous and most compelling ‘Macbeth’ you will ever 
see... It feels vibrant and new... a triumphant act of will that 
carves its bitter magic straight from the ambient dark...” 
- Marty Rosen, LEO Weekly

“Honestly, this felt like a once-in-a-lifetime theater 
experience.” – Erin
 

Shakespeare in Love

Shakespeare in Dance



New Headquarters in Old Louisville
Located at 616 Myrtle Street, just steps away from Central Park.

photo by Jon Cherry for the New York Times

2021Spring Tour Parks Served 

Education and Outreach
“Consistently, year after year, our elementary kids 
actually ask to be able to study Shakespeare after they 
participate in the first Bard Buddies. When the bar is 
raised for academic expectations with fun activities 
on tough material, it works. Fund for the Arts and KY 
Shakespeare are both great equalizers in leveling the 
socioeconomic playing field.” 
- Susan Stewart, Greater Clark County Schools 

“Thank you for the opportunity to watch live theatre. 
I miss it so much!!!! And thank you for continuing 
to look for ways to create art and expression. I think 
the arts can bring us all together during these times 
of isolation. I look forward to future productions on 
Zoom and in person.” 
– audience member, virtual Frankenstein reading at 
Historic Locust Grove

“I have been so grateful for the streaming plays and the 
Shakespeare Off the Page meetings and your creative 
approach in bringing us Macbeth this year during the 
pandemic. I would have had a much more difficult 
year without those things. I am so appreciative of how 
you have taken a fun thing to do in the heat of the 
summer and made it something more; a community- 
enriching labor of love that touches lives in all corners 
of the city.” 
– Lynn, audience member
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Financial Snapshot
Income:    $1,158,627
Expenses: $1,102,228
(Plus capital campaign: $277K raised from 32 donors 

funding new HQ build-out)

Program Services: 78%
Management and General: 15%
Fundraising: 7%
   

Figures as of September 2021, prior to annual audit
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kyshakespeare.com 502.574.9900 
Matt Wallace, Producing Artistic Director
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Board of Directors

Land Acknowledgment
Kentucky Shakespeare acknowledges we are 
situated on the traditional land of the Adena, 
Hopewell, Miami, Osage, Shawnee, and ᎠᎳᎫᏪᏘᏱ 
Tsalaguwetiyi (Cherokee, East) people. We respect 
their enduring presence and historical stewardship of 
these lands.  

Anti-Racism Statement
As artists and educators, we are committed to holding 
the “mirror up to nature,” while creating a safe 
and welcoming space at our performances, in the 
community, and in the classroom.

We recognize racism and inequality in our 
community and the country, and we commit ourselves 
to anti-racism. We believe that Black lives matter.

We commit to outreach and inclusion of people of all 
abilities, races, creeds, religions, genders, and sexual 
identities.

We acknowledge that we are a non-profit arts 
organization grounded in the works of Shakespeare 
and commit to exploring Shakespeare’s truths while 
never losing sight of the fact that not all experiences 
emanate from a white European vantage point.

We commit to deeply listening to our BIPOC 
community members, within and outside of our 
organization. We commit to learning, never being 
satisfied, and creating positive change – proactively 
committing our efforts and resources to building anti-
racist, inclusive, equitable, and empathetic spaces and 
experiences for all.

AUDIENCE SURVEY RESULTS
• 98% felt the community was positively impacted
• 97% felt Central Park was more energized
• 95% gained a better appreciation for the arts
• 93% reported increased pride in their community
• 91% felt more connected to the community.
• 90% felt more comfortable with the arts
• 80% felt more connected to family and friends

Location
73% from Louisville Metro
11% from elsewhere in KY
10% from Indiana
6% from 15 other states

Years of Attendance  How Many Times Per Summer
20% first time   20% first time
19% 1-3 years   48% 1-3 times
31% 4-10 years   24% 4-6 times
16% 11-25 years   8% 6+ times
14% 26+ years

Age    Race/Ethnicity   
10% under 18   3% Asian/Pacific Islander 
11% 18-24   18% Black/African American  
21% 25-39   4% Multi-Racial 
21% 40-54   2% Other  
25% 55-64   73% White/Caucasian 
12% 65+   6% Hispanic/Latino   
LGBTQ+      
9%

Income   Education   
14% under $15k   9% less than high school 
15% $15-$24,999  17% high school graduate
25% $25k-$49,999  9% associates/2-year 
35% $50k-$100k  35% college graduate
26% over $100k   30% post graduate

Have you been to Central Park before?
88% yes
12% no


