MISSION: Grounded in the works of Shakespeare,
we enrich communities through accessible, inclusive,
professional theatre experiences that educate, inspire,
and entertain diverse audiences.
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of the arts to transform lives. Shakespeare belongs to

everyone.
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FESTIVAL

e 24,522 audience members served
at no charge in Central Park

o 11 weeks, 6 productions, 53
performances

» Continued Access - 6th year of
Kids’ Globe interactive tent; 5th
year of TARC to the Park free bus
vouchers; ASL Interpretation

« Guest productions from Louisville
Ballet and Louisville Improvisors

« Performances from our own
programs including Camp
Shakespeare, Shakespeare with
Veterans, Down Syndrome of
Louisville Community Creates,

and Gilda’s Club Survivorship
Shakespeare

« 50 nightly community pre-show
performances including Lunar Lion
Dance, Louisville Fencing Center,
Three Witches Shakespeare, Hui
Kaululehua, The Thoroughbreds,
Derby City Chamber Brass, Stephen
Foster Story, Allegro Dance Project,
Louisville Ballet School, Flamenco
Louisville, and more

Kentucky Shakespeare

EDUCATION

e 67,485 served (64% increase)

« Toured to 84 counties (15%
increase); 76 KY (5% increase), 8 IN
« Served 100% of JCPS middle and
high schools (2nd year in a row)

« Organizations: 311 total served
(18% increase) - 258 schools (31%
increase), 35 libraries (13% increase),
21 community organizations/locations
(5% increase)

« Performance & Workshop Hours:
888 (27% increase)

o Record 247 summer campers
served through Camp Shakespeare
(9% increase; 13% scholarship)

o 15 college students participated in
Bekki Jo Schneider Intern Company
« Shakespeare Off the Page continued
« Funding for incarcerated youth at
the Clark Regional Detention Center
in Jeffersonville, IN through 2027

« Continued tours to flood-
impacted areas of Eastern Kentucky
and underserved areas of Western
Kentucky, made possible by Arts for
All Kentucky

616 Myrtle Street, Louisville, KY 40208

COMMUNITY

« Indoor season: world premiere

of Untimely Rippd: an immersive
macabre Macbeth experience, serving
1,749, and The Importance of Being
Earnest by Oscar Wilde, presented
in partnership with Actors Theatre
of Louisville, serving 3,162 (our
highest-attended indoor production)
o Shakespeare in the Parks Macbeth
toured to a record 40 parks

o Shakespeare in the Libraries
toured A Midsummer Nights Dream
to 5 Louisville Free Public Libraries
« 10th anniversary of Shakespeare
with Veterans program culminated
with Central Park performance

o Arts for All Kentucky residencies
with Down Syndrome of Louisville,
Backside Learning Center,
Kaleidoscope, Gilda’s Club, and
Brave Spirits LGBTQ+ teen program
« Second year serving grieving
youth with Hosparus G-Force Camp
« Partnered with Aloha Lou! for
Asian American and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month

kyshakespeare.com




Kentucky Shakespeare Festival

in Central Park

“Last night, under the stars and the towering trees of Central
Park, I was transported. Cymbeline was more than a play—

it was a journey through betrayal, forgiveness, and the
unbreakable bonds of love. The cast delivered a breathtaking
performance, full of passion, clarity, and heart. From the first
line to the final bow, every moment pulled us deeper into
Shakespeare’s rarely performed masterpiece.”

- Anonymous

“We are so blessed by the wonderful Kentucky Shakespeare.
May you continue to bless our stage here in Old Louisville for
many years to come! Thank you to the excellent actors and
production staff who work tirelessly every summer.” - Deborah

“Our minds have been expanded, our funny bones have

been tickled, we've gasped and laughed and cried under the
stars (and airplanes) with you... Each director has brought
their unique gifts, each season’s cast their own talents and
chemistry, but the magic of productions, and the universality
of Shakespeare’s themes, remain constantly.” - Karen and Tom

“What made it even more unforgettable was sharing this night
with my children—just as my Mother did with me over three
decades ago. It reminded me that the beauty of theater isn't
just in the performance, but in the shared experience. It’s a
bridge between generations, a mirror to our own humanity,
and a powerful teacher of empathy, courage, and resilience.
Come with open eyes, an open heart, and let the magic of
Shakespeare in the Park remind you what it means to feel,
reflect, and connect. Don’t miss it!” - Myron

“This is the reason why I have never missed a play for 5 years!
Thank you for providing ASL interpreters!” - Catherine

“Kentucky Shakespeare is one of the BEST things about
Louisville. If you haven't been to a performance in Central
Park, GO!! The actors are phenomenal, the production is
always creative, and they make Shakespeare relatable to
everyone. And it's FREE” - Anonymous

allet’s Shakespeare in Dance:
A Midsummer Night’s Dream



Untimely Ripp’d: an immersive macabre

Macbeth experience
“This! Is! Fun! Macbeth like you've never seen it. Those witches!
Bravo, Kentucky Shakespeare!” - Dan

“I went last night and had no idea what to expect but try to
imagine a play, a haunted house, and a silent disco all had a baby
somehow, it’s amazing!” - Eli

“It was part performance art, part Shakespeare, part history
lesson, part feminist allegory, part soundscape and part haunted
house. I was frightened, inspired, saddened, and uplifted. It was

all things and more.” - Elizabeth 'd N fmmersive
1 a ersiy

“LOVED IT! One of the most original and creative productions - YmachBre ih experience
I've seen in a long time!! WELL DONE!!” - Christopher

The Importance of Being Earnest

“My friend and I saw The Importance of Being Earnest at the
Pamela Brown Auditorium on Sunday, and it was phenomenal!

I haven’t laughed that much in a long time. Thank you for such a
wonderful show, and for all the work that you do!” - Sierra

“I cannot recommend this performance enough! What a fun
experience!” - Marcy

“The best of the best of Louisville actors, wonderful production.”
- Regina

Education and Outreach

“This is the 3rd time I have organized and worked with KY
Shakespeare and each group of performers have been wonderful
to work with and great performers. Thanks” - Teacher,
Muhlenberg South Elementary

“A variety of students with special needs participated in the
programs including students with: autism, developmental delays,
physical mobility limitations, hearing impairments, ADD,
ADHD, etc. The program was wonderful and all students were
able to participate and feel included.” - Teacher, Corbin High
School

“Camp Shakespeare was fun, enjoyable, and educational! I
learned a lot about Shakespeare, all of his plays, and enjoyed
meeting new friends” - Student, Camp Shakespeare
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Land Acknowledgment

Kentucky Shakespeare acknowledges we are

situated on the traditional land of the Adena,
Hopewell, Miami, Osage, Shawnee, and DWJ&9.1>5
Tsalaguwetiyi (Cherokee, East) people. We respect
their enduring presence and historical stewardship of
these lands.

Anti-Racism Statement

As artists and educators, we are committed to holding
the “mirror up to nature,” while creating a safe

and welcoming space at our performances, in the
community, and in the classroom.

We recognize racism and inequality in our community
and the country, and we commit ourselves to anti-
racism. We believe that Black lives matter.

We commit to outreach and inclusion of people of all
abilities, races, creeds, religions, genders, and sexual
identities.

We acknowledge that we are a non-profit arts
organization grounded in the works of Shakespeare
and commit to exploring Shakespeare’s truths while
never losing sight of the fact that not all experiences
emanate from a white European vantage point.

We commit to deeply listening to our BIPOC
community members, within and outside of our
organization. We commit to learning, never being
satisfied, and creating positive change - proactively
committing our efforts and resources to building anti-
racist, inclusive, equitable, and empathetic spaces and
experiences for all.

2024-2025 Board of Directors

Kay Madrick, Board Chair
Anya Bond-Beckley, Vice Chair
Brad Comer, Treasurer/Finance Chair

Jonese Franklin
McKenzie Gary
Joan Gould

AUDIENCE SURVEY RESULTS

» 97% felt the community was positively impacted
* 96% felt Central Park was more energized

95% gained a better appreciation for the arts

95% felt more comfortable with the arts

92% reported increased pride in their community

88% felt more connected to the community and neighbors
* 83% felt less lonely

Location

74% from Louisville Metro (All Metro ZIP codes served)
11% from elsewhere in KY

10% from Indiana

5% from 31 other states

Years of Attendance
28% first time
26% 1-3 years
21% 4-10 years 28% 3-4 times
14% 11-25 years 14% 5-6 times
11% 26+ years 6% 7+ times

Age Race/Ethnicity

10% under 18 3% Asian/Pacific Islander
15% 18-24 16% Black/African American
30% 25-39 5% Multi-Racial

21% 40-54 3% Other

14% 55-69 73% White/Caucasian

10% 70+ 7% Hispanic/Latino

How Many Times Per Summer
29% first time

23% 2 times

LGBTQ+ Living With a Disability
25% 13%

Income Education

11% under $15k 7% less than high school
9% $15-$24,999 16% high school graduate
18% $25k-$49,999 7% associates/2-year
37% $50k-$100k 36% college graduate
25% over $100k 34% post graduate

Financial Snapshot
Income: $1,555,670
Expenses: $1,473,499
Program Services: $1,252,474 (85%)

Pamela Holwerda
LaShondra Hood

Lincoln Snyder, Secretary
Tracy E. K’Meyer, Community
Engagement & Development Chair Stephen Kubiatowski
Michelle Jarboe, Events ¢ Promotions Paula O. Lockhart
Chair Javan Reed

Alan K. MacDonald, Nominating & Craig Schmitt
Governance Chair Jodi Smiley

Charley Nold, Education & Outreach Kerry Wang

Chair

Sara Smith Bowman
Randall Caldwell

Meghan Greenwell Caplan
Elizabeth A. Cherry
Emilee Crawford

Management and General: $147,350 (10%)
Fundraising expenses: $73,675 (5%)
Ending net assets: $464,653

Figures as of August 31, 2025, prior to annual audit

Kentucky Shakespeare

616 Myrtle Street, Louisville, KY 40208
kyshakespeare.com 502.574.9900
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Phillip Allen, Emeritus
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David James, Emeritus
Jonathan Smith, Ex-Officio




